D^ve and others , ' i 1 1 1 

To whon I think I sent b 
copi.5s/jof roy Harlan bounty 
recollections that included my 
recommending Welly K, Hopkins 
to be the United ■‘'^ine Workers 
Union general counsel when John 
I. Lewis asked ray advice through 
Qardner "Pat” Jackson, -^n the 
event I send thiS' to any to whom 
I did not send any such recol- 
lections, Jaekson was a legisla- 
tive representative of Lewis' 
Labor's ^on-Partisan -league. He 
had been the information officer 
of the Sacco-Vanzetti committee, 
I'd perceived and am sjire 


He was “in tune” with Miller not only in talk but in action. His 
closest associate among Texas politicians was Welly Hopkins, who, between 
trips to Washington to obtain RFC loans for clients of his law firm (he 
always spent his free time on these trips with Johnson; once, they went to 
New York together to see the Empire State Building), was distinguishing 
himself back in Texas as one of the state's most vdciferous Red-baiters (he 
was also leading the fight in the Texas State Sepate against attempts to 
regulate the use of child labor). When Kleberg’s bid for re-election was 
challenged in the Democratic primary by a more liberal candidate, Johnson, 
Miller and Hopkins orchestrated a campaign to tu rn back the challenge in 
the time-tested method of Texas reactionaries: refusing to discuss the 
liberal s positions, they tarred him as a “communist,” guilty of “radicalism" 
and similar filth and slime.” Although it is difficul : to ascertain the preciss 
stands of Kleberg’s opponent, Carl Wright Johnsejn, because in a district 
so completely controlled by the King Ranch, no newspaper would giW 

of Justice Criminal Livision lawyers in the iuirlan County prosecution. I do not now 
recall tliat -i- reached this belief from anything he said and I have no recollection of 
any political discussion with him or of hearing him express any political opinion, 1 
recall him as a soft-speaking, very polite, friendly and usually smiling pan, always 
friendly, -ue liad a broad Texas accent. 

There are a nuiaber of references to Vfelly in Robert Caro's first bbon of his 
LBJ trilogy. The Path to Power. I'm well :3ast page 272 from tvhich I've copied part of 
a paragraph. I lookqi’ at the book again and its is titled, THe Yers of '-ybdon “ohnson, 
with what give above as the apparent subtitle, lYom the index there will be additional 
references to Welly in what I've not read, Hut I think it is only fair that I inform 
you that ^aro describes ^pkins as one of the most vociferous -^^d-baiters in a state 
that did not lack for them and that he opiX)sed attempts to regulate the use of ^hild 
labor, I have no way of knowing whether these and other reactionary portr^e of Welly 
represent his beliefs or were political expediency, Curo attributes .q-i mi i Wr> views to 
LBJ and to others, ka a Red-baiter he'd not have been unwelcome to Lewis but working 
for the Ul^M he'd not have opix)sed regulation of child labor. 


I am certain that he remained UI4J general counsel for many years, ^.st ti na I saw 
him, and I saw him not infrequently because I had customers who worked for the UMW, it 
was about the time JFK was assassinated, so he'd been there about 25 yisars by then 
whs still there. With the woman who'd been his DJ secretary still his secretary. May 
.^uber. 

Remaining there that long does indicate that he and what he did as [general counsel 
did not dissatisfy Lewis and those who succeeded him. 
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